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It will be seen that the area not in occupation is comparatively small, and consists of inferior ]and, assessed at only about 6a. an acre. In five villages in which the enhancement of assessment exceeded the limit of 66 per cent, laid down by the G-overninent, satisfactory reasons were given. The old average rate on the whole occupied area was E. 1 2a. lip., and by the new E>. 1 7a. lip., an increase of five annas per acre. The rates were sanctioned by Government and guaranteed for thirty years in May 1886.
CHOP1M.
The revision of the original thirty years' Survey Settlement in this Taluka was carried out in 1838. It lies on the north of the Taptee river, to the west of Saoda, to which it is very similar iu its general features, having also the Satpura hills as its northern boundary; on the west is the Shirpur Taluka, and on the south,, on the opposite bank of the Taptee, are Amalner, Brandol, and JSasirabad. Of its original number of 173 villages, 13 J- forest villages have been transferred to H.H. Holkar, 7 to the Shirpur and 22 to the Saoda Taluka, so that 1301, in addition to 3 intimi, villages remain.
Owing to the separate measurement and demarcation of nil recognized occupancies, the subdivision of large block numbers and others of unwieldy size, the separate record of irrigated areas and bringing up to date of all boundaries, 11,086 old Survey fields have become 14,730 new numbers. The difference in area between the old and new measurements is very trifling. In only three cases were errors discovered in the former, and re-adjustment of classification according to the more modern standard, by which the relative values of good and inferior soils is made to differ more than they did under the old system of classification, was found a comparatively easy matter.
In this, as well as in most other parts of the Oollectoratc, tho chief crops are cotton and cereals, there being 36J per cent, of the former, and 47'8 per cent, of the latter. There is comparatively little garden cultivation, as the rivers are too deep below the surface to admit of being dammed up for irrigation purposes. Iu